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Kawashima Takenobu, Morotai Island Comrades Association, and the

Taiwanese Imperial Japan Serviceman

Wen-Chiao Yang

Abstract

After the end of World War II in 1945, Japanese and Taiwanese soldiers
who had fought together on the battlefield were separated into two different
countries. However, their communication continued. Even in the mid-to-late
1970s, some pre-war Japanese soldiers and Taiwanese Imperial Japan
Serviceman were standing on the same front line, demanding compensation from
the Japanese government. It is generally believed that the movement for
Taiwanese Imperial Japan Serviceman to seek compensation from Japan stems
from the discovery of Nakamura Teruo (Amis name: Suniuo; Chinese name: Li
Kuang-Hui), the last Japanese straggler, on Morotai Island in Indonesia in
December 1974.

Throughout this process, a Japanese soldier spanned the pre-war period,
Nakamura Teruo's discovery, and the subsequent compensation movement. This
Japanese soldier is the protagonist of this article, Major Kawashima Takenobu:
During the war, Kawashima Takenobu fought alongside Nakamura Teruo and
other Tagasago Volunteer Soldiers on Morotai Island; after the war, Kawashima
went to Morotai Island to console the soul of the dead and collect the remains of
comrades, where he learned that there was Japanese soldier still stranded in the
jungle and managed to rescue him, the soldier is Nakamura Teruo; before
Kawashima passed away in 1989, he represented the Morotai Island Comrades
Association in the compensation movement and testified for the Taiwanese
Imperial Japan Serviceman in court.
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Kawashima Takenobu 's life spanned the wartime and post-war history of
Taiwanese Imperial Japan Serviceman. This article explores the lesser-discussed
history of Japanese-Taiwanese Comrades through a retrospective of Kawashima
Takenobu''s life, his interactions with Taiwanese Imperial Japan Serviceman, and

the postwar history of the Japan Comrades Association.

Keywords: Comrades -~ Repatriation of War Remains » Kawashima Takenobu~Nakamura

Teruo ~ Taiwanese Imperial Japan Serviceman compensation movement



124 EiKEEPEIRE 16-17 Hi





