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Abstract

This study aims to explore the unique roles of the islands in the Pratas,
Paracel, and Spratly archipelagos, which, despite their 'limited' land areas,
played a significant role during wartime. The research mainly focuses on the
period following 1937, when Japan gradually occupied the Pratas, Paracel, and
Spratly Islands, until the end of World War II in 1945.

The results of this research indicate that, during and around the time of the
Pacific War, the islands of Pratas, Paracel, and Spratly in the South China Sea
played a crucial role in the defense strategy of the Japanese military. Rather than
serving as military bases or harbor facilities, these islands formed a regional
defense information network across the South China Sea. Through this network,
they transmitted vital information such as weather conditions, military
intelligence, aviation, maritime shipping, and combat situations via radio
communication, thus enabling these small islands to serve as important outposts
for military intelligence. From Japan's southward advance and acquisition of
territories in Southeast Asia from Western powers, to the outbreak of the Pacific
War, the strategic position of the South China Sea islands within the Empire of
Japan continually shifted. The importance of military intelligence information
also changed with the movement of the war zones. The South China Sea islands
were able to transmit real-time intelligence information via wireless
communication during the war, ensuring the security of Japan's defense lines and
supply routes. This information also served as a strategic reference in naval and
aerial combat, highlighting the unique military significance of these islands in
the later stages of World War II.
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