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Architectural Composition of Japanese MilitaryPositions:

taking Fortress Shitouying as an Example

Sheng-Kei Fu

Abstract

During the last stage of WW2, the Japanese army set up military positions
at Shitouying, including a command center, observatatories and bunkers. The
facilities could be divided into Blockhouse, Bunker, and Casemate depending on
the needs. The Japanese took advantage of topography and set up machine gun
bunkers and tunnel systems in the valleys, for arranging the peripheral defecse
positions. Artillery bunkers and observation posts were located at the mountain
ridges for complex artillery positions. The center of the Sekitoei Fortress was at
Hill 165. The main heavy artillery force included a command center and artillery
casemate system.

The structure of Japanese military positions has different space forms based
on different functions; for example, the space insided artillery bunkers and
machine gun positions are related to the artillery vehicles and firearms.

Because of different operational features, there are different approaches to
the subsidiary space, the form of gun ports and space layout. These approaches
reflects military tactics such as enemy invasion, supplies storage, and personnel
shelter. As a result, there are walls, ammunition and storage rooms, and
personnel shelter spaces.

Based on the US and Japanese military historical materials, the mapping
and investigation of spcific cases, the author hopes this essay could contribute

to the historic preservation of Japanese military positions and war memories.

KeyWords: Pingtung, Fangliao, Shitouying, Blockhouse, Bunker, Casemate



