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Taiwanese People on Hainan Island During World War 11

Shu-Ming Chung

Abstract

After the Japanese military occupied Hainan Island in 1939, over 20,000
Taiwanese people traveled to Hainan Island in various capacities. Following
Japan's defeat in 1945, Taiwanese people faced a dangerous and difficult journey
home. How to assist Taiwanese descendants in returning home quickly became
a significant issue affecting post-war sentiment in Taiwan. Previous research has
yielded several results regarding various aspects of Taiwanese people in Hainan
Island, particularly individual experiences. However, the specific collective
image of Taiwanese people on Hainan Island remains unclear. This article
attempts to reconstruct the image of Taiwanese people on Hainan Island as much
as possible, drawing from archival materials from post-war Japan and China,
such as relevant documents from the Japan Center for Asian Historical Records,
the "Records of the Taiwan Development Company " and "Archives of Taiwan
Provincial Government of ROC in Postwar" from the Taiwan Historica, as well
as "Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry Archives" and "Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Archives" from the Institute of Modern History at Academia Sinica. The
aim is to highlight the characteristics of Taiwanese people on Hainan Island in
comparison to Taiwanese people in other regions.

Keyword: Taiwan Development Company (Taiwan Takusyoku kabushikikai
sya), interpretation, inspection, Shilu Iron Mine, Japanese Nitro
gen, Ishihara sangyo Kaisya Co.,Ltd.



