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Japanese Operation and Occupation of Dongsha Island
during the Japanese Occupation Period:

Centered on the records of "Taiwan Daily News"

Hsiao-Ting Chen

Abstract

Located in the South China Sea, Dongsha Island is one of the largest islands
among hundreds of islands and reefs in the South China Sea. It can be seen from
the meteorological station, radio station and lighthouse on the island that this
place is an important area for fishing and transportation for fishermen in the
southeast coastal areas of China. Dongsha Island is 445 kilometers away from
Kaohsiung Port. It is now under the jurisdiction of Zhongxingli, Cijin District,
Kaohsiung City, and has a close relationship with Kaohsiung. The situation of
such administrative ownership can be traced back to the operation of Japanese
shops on Dongsha Island during the Japanese occupation period. However,
research works on Dongsha Island mostly focus on sovereignty disputes, and the
research on its historical background is quite limited.This article attempts to
focus on the records in Taiwan's Daily News, supplemented by other papers,
focusing on the Japanese business status in Dongsha Island, and clarifying the
"discovery", management and activities of the Japanese on Dongsha Island
during the Japanese occupation period. Among them, Keelung Nishizawa
Yoshiharu's Nishizawa store operated and developed Dongsha Island on the
largest scale, and was assisted by the Japanese government, but it ended in failure
due to sovereignty disputes. Even after the Qing Dynasty regained sovereignty,
there were still many Japanese people in the later period, such as Ishimaru
Shosuke, Matsushita Kaichiro, and Kaohsiung Hirata Sueji’s Hirata Store, who
cooperated with Chinese businessmen or continued to operate on Dongsha Island.
After the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese War, the Japanese government actively

occupied Dongsha Island and used it as an important military site to plunder
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resources. This made Dongsha Island a strong color under the southward policy
and became the main battlefield between the United States and Japan. With the
end of the Sino-Japanese War, Dongsha Island was taken over by the government

of the Republic of China and ended Japanese business activities.

Keywords: Dongsha Island, Nishizawa Yoshiharu,Ishimaru Shosuke, Hirata
Sueji, Phosphate Rock



