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Abstract 

After World War II, the US assisted the Republic of China occupying 
Taiwan according to her promise at the 1943 Cairo Conference, while the ROC 
government turned it into a province of China before signing a treaty of peace 
with Japan. The outcome of the Chinese Civil War then became clear in 1949 
when the People’s Republic of China was established and the Kuomintang 
regime relocated to Taiwan. However, the US was unwilling to see Taiwan under 
Communist rule following the outbreak of the Korean War in June 1950. 
President Harry S. Truman declared the “undetermined status of Taiwan,” a 
position evident in the texts of the 1951 San Francisco Peace Treaty signed by 
the allies. With the US support and military and economic aid, the Kuomintang 
regime maintained a permanent seat of the United Nations Security Council until 
1971 and the representation of China under the Cold War framework. Having 
lost its external legitimacy afterwards, the Kuomintang regime had to win 
popular support through localization with internal political and economic 
reforms as President Chiang Ching-kuo came to power. 

After the martial law was lifted in 1987 and the Taiwanese President Lee 
Teng-hui succeeded to the presidency, the 1990s witnessed a series of 
constitutional reforms, including the termination of the Period of National 
Mobilization for the Suppression of the Communist Rebellion and the complete 
re-elections of the National Assembly and Legislative Yuan, and no longer 
advocated reclaiming or returning back to the mainland. In 1996 Lee became the 
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first popularly elected president. Similar to the position of the Democratic 
Progressive Party's “Resolution on Taiwan's Future,” Lee argued that a special 
state-to-state relationship existed between Taiwan and China in 1999, a doctrine 
that since 2000 former president Chen Shui-bian’s “one country on each side” 
of the Taiwan Strait statement and the incumbent president Tsai Ing-wen’s 
rejection of “one China” principle, have continued to adhere to. A government 
from authoritarianism to democracy, effectively governing a defined territory 
and permanent population, coupled with the popularly elected presidents’ 
sovereignty claims at home and abroad, demonstrates and completes the case of 
“developing from a province to a country” in human history. 
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United Nations, representation of China in the United Nations, 
Kuomintang (KMT), Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), Lee 
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