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Emperor’s Rice:

New Grain Dedication in Taiwan during the Japanese Colonial Rule
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Abstract

Taiwan’s New Grain Dedication during the Japanese colonial rule was
originated from Japan’s Niinamesai (¥1E4%), which means the New Autumn
Harvest Celebration. In Japan, the Niinamesai ceremony is hosted by the
Japanese Emperor in the Imperial Palace, representing the religious and political
power he has. After the Meiji Restoration, Japan has implemented State Shinto
(EX| 2% 1Hi7E, refers to the use of Shinto traditions and beliefs to support Japanese
nationalism), and Niinamesai has become one of the national holidays and
festivals to unite the national citizens since then. Meanwhile, the nationwide
New Grain Dedication has been also launched to dedicate the grains harvested
around the country to the royal palace.

After taking over the dominion of Taiwan, the Japanese colonial
government had started to implement Niinamesai. Nevertheless, it was until
1922 that the plantation of “dedicated grains” had only started in order to
promote the principle of the Extension of Japanese Proper and reward farming.
At the time, the rice plantation had improved and the quality of Taiwan rice
finally reached the standards accepted by the colonists, hence the rice was sent
by the colonial government (2 & 447 Jif, also known as Taiwan Governor-
general’s Office) to the Imperial Palace for the Emperor to “taste”.

The grain dedication was divided into “dedicated rice” and “dedicated
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millet”, which were supplied by five prefectures and two provinces in turn.
During the 23 years of rotation, the colonial government implemented grain
dedication through local leaders and mobilized local networks to complete grain
cultivation. In addition to advocating the thoughts of worshiping gods and
emperors, this process also emphasized modern agricultural technology to
improve the quality and yield of rice in Taiwan. More than that, the
implementation of millet dedication was used as a means to achieve the goal of
national integration by educating the aboriginals responsible for planting.

In the late 1930s, as the war had become more treacherous, the colonial
government had restricted its food control and social education work over
Taiwan. In addition to grain dedication, the plantation of Shinsen (fH£5), the
food and alcohol offering to the gods, was encouraged throughout Taiwan and
the implementation of the New Grain Thanksgiving Festival was also launched.
Ultimately, the government even arranged for Taiwan’s people to practically
dedicate their offerings in Japan, maximizing the implementation of New Grain
Dedication to its peak. On this account, different areas all over Taiwan had
dedicated rice to Japanese shrines and the Imperial Palace. In such a historical

context, the saying “Emperor’s rice” has been thus derived in many places.

Keywords: rice, Japan’s Niinamesai, Shinsen, agriculture, colonial rule, social

education, Emperor’s rice

- 103 -



Eﬂijcﬁ‘ B3R 25 14 51
3%

- 104 -



