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Changes to School Estates of the Kaohsiung Area from the 
Qing Dynasty to the Japanese Colonial Period 

Pei-Hsien Hsu 

Abstract

Among the educational institutions in the area of present-day Kaohsiung City 
during the Qing Dynasty, including the Tainan Prefecture Confucian Institute

, Anping County Confucian Institute , and the Fongyi 
Academy , the estates of the Fongyi Academy were the largest. After 
the beginning of Japanese rule, the Taiwan Governor-General’s Office used 
administrative surveys, land surveys, and old customs surveys in an attempt to 
clarify public land rights since the Qing Dynasty, and used the results of these 
surveys to resolve land ownership issues. After several years of slow progress, in 
1906 the Governor-General’s Office established an island-wide corporation for the 
management of educational funds, and in 1923 established a legal foundation for 
the same purpose, however both were centrally managed by the Governor-General’s 
Office.  

Previously responsible for administering the large estates of the Academy, the 
officials of the Fongyi Academy lost their control over educational funds due to the 
chaos and new regulations of the early Japanese colonial period. In 1897-98 they 
petitioned to take back the Academy’s assets in order to re-establish the Academy. 
From these documents it is possible to observe their dissatisfaction with the 
education system of the Governor-General’s Office, and their desire to reclaim the 
Academy’s assets originally used for local education and support their own ideal 
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education system.Although the Governor-General’s policies of centralized 
administration ultimately failed, this action prompted Taiwan’s traditional gentry to 
advance their thinking about “public” and “education” in the early period of 
Japanese rule. 
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