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Qing Imperial Examination System in Taiwan: 

Practice, Malpractice and Eminent Features 

Hsueh-chi Hsu 

Due to the importance of the Qing Imperial Examination System in Taiwan, 
which was the court's primary favor for the island, it has been an important 
subject for scholarly research. Topics frequently discussed include: changes of 
the system, numbers of successful candidates at the highest (palace) as well as 
the provincial level (i.e. numbers of Advanced Scholar, or Chinshih and 
Recommended Man, or Chujen), and malpractices such as faking native place, 
exam migration, etc. However, due to insufficient usage of available records, a 
tendency of not inquiring through the perspective of national or provincial 
capitals for what happened in Taiwan, plus a proclivity to discuss mainly the 
evolution of the examination system and not the perspective of participants (such 
as those who attended examinations at all levels, instructors as well as 
administrators at provincial level, etc.), plenty room still remains for further 
investigation. This article opens with an introduction to some "Red Ink 
Transcription" records, experiences of two individuals who had taken part in the 
first level exam and their poems and resumes; it then briefly discussed relevant 
researches and findings. The second part discusses variations of the number of 
Student Members (Shengyuan), reserved number of Chujen, and specific quota 
of Chinshih. The third section explains different roles played by the above 
mentioned participants of the exam system. Then, it discusses features which 
were unique as practiced in Taiwan. The article concludes that it was not always 
proper to let the highest administrator of Taiwan (Taiwantao) to manage local 
education system concurrently. During the early Qing period, there were more 
quota of Shengyuan for Taiwan than the number of Taiwanese taking part in the 
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exam, hence it was almost impossible to stop factitious examinees. It thus 
became the main source of malpractice. As for the reserved quota for Chujen, 
some were specified by Ministry of Rites: three for Fujian, one for Kwangtung, 
and three were reserved for donators of 150,000 taels of silver each. By 1823, 
there were 10 Chujen went to Beijing to attend the palace examination while one 
Chinshih was reserved for Taiwan. This was also a special privilege. As for the 
quota of Shengyuan reserved for Cantonese, even though it was obtained through 
the suggestion of officials in Taiwan, one suspects that fighting for those quotas 
might be one of the main causes of the frequent armed clashes between people 
from Fujian and Kwangtung. This, however, requires further research to verify.  

Keywords: Qing Imperial Examination System, Reserved Number of Chujen 
( ), Specific Quota of Chinshih ( ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




