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The Entanglement of Taiwan Identity from the Middle of Japanese
Rule Period to 228 Incident -- analysis based on Taiwanese elites

Fupian Chen

Abstract

Under the government of Japanese in the primary rule period, most Taiwanese
cannot help choosing to surrender themselves to the occupied of Japan. However,
some Taiwanese still put their country identity on the mother country (Ching Dynasty
to China). In the middle of Japanese rule period, when Taiwanese elites try to strive
for their right, they must compare the long and profound Chinese historical culture
with Japanese history out of insufficient confidence and the great authority of Japan.
Nevertheless, the stereotype of the life in mother country is quite different from the
reality in China then. Taiwanese cannot figure out the actual political situation or they
even have no idea to the Chinese treacherous politics. That is the reason why Taiwanese
have to cooperate with Japanese except escaping to China.

However, with increasing conflicts between Japan and China, the authority
of Japan cannot tolerant that Japanese-Empire people have disloyalty including the
Taiwanese. Not only the identity but also the subjectivity of Taiwan is restrained under
the policy of becoming Japanese. The result of WWII defeats the ,,Japanization® in
Taiwan; besides, the new Chinese government governs Taiwan with the great authority.
Subjectivity of Taiwan is given a blow again or it is forgotten within the China identity.
In 1947, the 228 Incident overturns inclination of Taiwan Identity unexpectedly. The
228 Incident changes the pursuit of self-government or self-rule in middle of Japanese
rule period into the independency of Taiwan. This article focuses on the analysis of
Taiwanese elites’ entanglement of Taiwan Identity which is based on the turning point
of the end of WWII and the 228 Incident.

Keyword: Identity, Ethnic relationship, 228 Incident, Taiwan Independence,

Subjectivity of Taiwan
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