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WWII POWs in Taiwan

Year USA | Britain | Netherlands | Canada |Australia| Others | Totals | Deaths
1942 235 2,114 25 2 30 2 | 2,408 38
1943 236 | 2,061 90 37 6 | 2,430 114
1944 50 1,925 34 22 5 2,036 107
1945 86 1,156 24 1 12 2 1,281
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The United States alone should assume the initiative. This significant
island, though nominally a province of China, is practically independent.
The imperial authorities maintain a feeble and precarious footing only
in i1solated parts of the island; a large portion being in possession of
independent tribes, and yet such 1s its productiveness in minerals, drugs,
and the more valuable products of these genial regions, that at this time a
revenue, estimated at a million dollars, is collected, though little or none of

1t goes into the imperial treasury.

"' The United States alone should assume the initiative. | ) ]'F’Tﬁﬁiﬁf[ﬁ‘ﬁf ’
agp ety SRR IR > RSPV R YR] 5 T This significant island,
though nominally a province of China, is practically independent. | > iﬁf[ﬁ* ftif;'l el
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Perry went on to say:

It may, I think, be safely assumed that an American settlement at

~ 275 ~



aﬂiﬂ; j e 2

Keelung would be looked upon with favor by the Chinese, for reason of
the advantages of protection that would be secured to them by the presence
and cooperation of the more warlike settlers, in the defense of the port and
1ts neighborhood from the depredations of the numerous rebels and pirates
who infest the whole island and its coast. Grants of land and important
privileges, including the advantages of working the coal mines, could,
doubtless, be obtained by purchase at nominal cost, and without looking to
any other protection from the government at Washington than that which
could be rendered by the occasional presence of one or more vessels of the
China and Japan squadron, a flourishing community of Americans might
soon be established, which would contribute greatly to the convenience and

advantages of our commerce in these seas.
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The [Taiwanese] people anticipated sincerely and enthusiastically
deliverance from the Japanese yoke. However, Chen Y1 and his henchmen
ruthlessly, corruptly, and avariciously imposed their regime upon a happy
and amenable population. The [Chinese] Army conducted themselves as
conquerors. Secret police operated freely to intimidate and to facilitate
exploitation by [Kuomintang] officials---The island is extremely productive
n coal, rice, sugar, cement, fruits and tea. Eighty per cent of the [Taiwanese]
people can read and write, the exact antithesis of conditions prevailing
in the mainland China. There were indications that Formosans would be
receptive toward United States guardianship and United Nations trusteeship.
They fear that the [Kuomintang] Government contemplates bleeding their
1sland to support the tottering and corrupt Nanking machine, and I think

their fears well founded.

U The [Taiwanese] people anticipated sincerely and enthusiastically deliverance
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fﬂjj\ FRASE s 5 U However, Chen Yi and his henchmen ruthlessly, corruptly, and
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PRI PVIRLES ~ SR B TR 1B R IRV N E
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U There were indications that Formosans would be receptive toward United States
guardianship and United Nations trusteeship | ° 5‘ | FE R G B IETF“’ [y
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The United States has no desire to obtain special rights or privileges
or to establish military bases on Formosa at this time. Nor does it have any
intention of utilizing its armed forces to interfere in the present situation.
The United States will not pursue a course which will lead to involvement
in the civil conflict in China. Similarly, the United States Government will
not provide military aid or advice to Chinese forces on Formosa.

[January 5,1950]
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I have ordered the Seven Fleet to prevent any attack on Formosa.
As a corollary of this action, I am calling upon the Chinese Government
on Formosa to cease all air and sea operations against the mainland. The
Seven Fleet will see that this is done. The determination of the future status
of Formosa must await the restoration of security in the Pacific, a peace
settlement with Japan, or consideration of the United Nations.
[ June 27,1950]
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