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Research of Origin of Three Divine Officials Worship in
Fengshan River Basin of North Taiwan: The Case of
San-Yuan Temple in Damaopu, Xinpu Township, Hsinchu
County During Qing Dynasty

Chih-Hao Chen

Abstract

The Three Divine Officials worship in Taiwan is popular in hilly area of
north area, especially in Hsinchu County where is considered to be mainly
cultivated by Hakka people nowadays. The amount and density of Three Divine
Officials temples in Hsinchu County are higher than the average. The
phenomenon makes some researchers regard Three Divine Officials as
Three-mountain-Kings, native worship of Hakka immigrant. However,
information of Three Divine Officials worship in Guangdong can hardly be
found in local records of Guangdong and Fujian. The information of Three
Divine Officials temples can be found in local records of Fujian instead. Even
nowadays, Three Divine Officials believers in New Taipei City had pilgrimed
to The Three Divine Officials temple in Zhangpu County, Fujian, and regard it
as the origin of Three Divine Officials temples in Taiwan. Therefore, the
worship and development of Three Divine Officials in Hakka area are worth to
explore again. Based on the case of San-Yuan Temple in Damaopu, Xinpu
Township, Hsinchu County, the essay is going to discuss the development of
Three Divine Officials worship based on existing historical literature,
meanwhile, to combine the empirical investigation of local society in order to
recognize the connection between the Three Divine Officials worship and
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Hakka's immigration and reclamation.

Keywords: Three Divine Officials, Zhangzhou, Irrigation canal, Damaopu,
Lin-Fu Yang, Hakka Society
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