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Looking for William Campbell : 
Collection and Application of British Historical Records 

Tasing Chiu 

Abstract 

In the past, descriptions of Rev. William Campbell’s life was mostly 
focused on his missionary achievements in Taiwan. Little has been known about 
Campbell's personal life, and a lot of them are erroneous or ambiguous. Since 
the passage of The Freedom of Information Act 2002 in the United Kingdom, 
many historical materials have been made public. With the development of 
digital technology, many history records of early missionaries and their family 
members can be obtained through internet. This article utilizes two digital 
database of ScotlandsPeople and Ancestry, supplemented by other materials to 
reconstruct William Campbell's personal and family life history.  

Keywords: Campbell, Missionary, Family history 

 




