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Small Wars of the Ruling Government of Taiwan against 
the Anti-Japanese Forces of the Northern Formosan 

Chinese , 1895-1902 

Masami Kondo 

Abstract 

Colonial rule is based on military power and is established by force. This 
article focuses on how the Government-General of Taiwan conquered Taiwan by 
military power, and how the Taiwanese resisted this foreign rule. 

In Algeria in the 1840s, Thomas-Robert Bugeaud of the French Army 
established the colonial “Small Wars” military tactic. The Japanese Imperial 
Guard and the Taiwan Garrison Combined Brigade, in the name of subjugation, 
also desired to use the Small Wars tactic to destroy the armed anti-Japanese 
forces of the colony. However, after the Yunlin Incident, use of the Small Wars 
tactic was restricted due to the international scrutiny of imperialism at the time, 
and could no longer be used unscrupulously. Due to the differing character of 
the Japanese colonial army and those of Britain and France, as well as the 
mountainous terrain of Taiwan, there were problems with military logistics and 
endemic disease. Thus the Small Wars tactic did not function smoothly, and 
tactics and goals were adjusted to achieve subjugation.  

This article takes the northern part of Taiwan as an example. While avoiding 
confronting the Small Wars tactic directly, the Han Chinese armed anti-Japanese 
forces continued unyieldingly to resist, however were driven to the inner 
mountains and the northern mountains where they lost their support from the 
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local society and became increasingly isolated. After discussing the above issues, 
this article investigates how the Government-General of Taiwan and the anti-
Japanese forces, finding themselves in an embarrassing stalemate, started 
exploring dialogue. After nominally surrendering, some of these powerful anti -
Japanese groups were then transformed into members of the regional economic 
operation, such as regional developers, workers, and farmers, and eventually 
became one of the driving economic forces for the development of the colony.  

Keywords: Small Wars, Subjugation, Taiwan Garrison Combined Brigade, 
Armed anti-Japanese forces, Yunlin Incident, Kán Tāi-sai Jiǎn Dà-
shī , Tân Tshiu-kiok Chén Qiū-jú , Inner mountains, Northern 
mountains, Surrender 

 

 




