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Review the Problems between Shinto Shrines and Religious
Associations in the Late Japanese Colonization Period:
The Example of Tainan State After Temple Reorganization

Tsai, Chin-Tang
Abstract

The paper used two newly discovered historical sources, “The Religious
Archives of Tainan State in the Late Japanese Colonization Period’ and “The
Archives of Shinto Shrine Budget and Final Accounts of Showa 19”to conduct
more detailed analysis of the complex entanglements among the Shinto shrines,
temples, inland Buddhism, Christianity, Sect Shinto, and other religious
associations in Tainan State especially after the Temple Reorganization in the late
Japanese Colonization Period.

According to the first historical source, The Religious Archives of Tainan
State in the Late Japanese Colonization Period, they requested all counties in
Tainan State to report back any religious associations after the Temple
Reorganization. We analyzed why the Taiwanese traditional temples like Beigan
Chaotian Temple and other four similar temples were shown in the report which
non-traditional temples, and deity worship associations were mainly the survey
objects. Then we reconfirmed that these Taiwanese traditional temples relied on
the liaison relationship with Japanese religions, especially the Rinzai School and
the Soto school, to “avoid” being reorganized.

And in the wake of the Temple Reorganization, the “permeation” issue of
Christianity--- that is, to induce those loss of belief Taiwanese people to join the
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Christianity had also become an issue of concern for the Police Bureau, and the
Cultural and Educational Bureau of Governor-General’s Office. Because of
various survey responses from Tainan counties in the historical source, we
realized that the Temple Reorganization movement not only reflected the conflicts
between Shinto shrines and temples, but also involved the religious powers
expansion issues including Christianity, Buddhism and other religions. Therefore,
whether Taiwanese people lost the object of belief after the movement and the
“temple recovery” issue also quickly surfaced.

The paper would first make the historical introduction of The Archives of
Shinto Shrine Budget and Final Accounts of Showa 19, and initially began with
the study of Kagi Shrine, Kaishan Shrine, Wujiancuo Shrine, and Shinhua Shrine
in the final report concentrating on the shrine income from amulets and Saisen
(money offered to the gods) to examine the actual situation of shrine belief in the
late Japanese Colonization Period, and also conducted a preliminary comparison
with some Taiwanese temples at the same period of time to learn about the deep or
thin faith problems regarding the shrines and temples.

Keywords: Shinto shrine, Religious association, Tainan State, Temple

Reorganization, Religious archives, Late Japanese Colonization Period
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