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Imperial Politics and Medicine:
The Medical Faculty in Taihoku Imperial University under Japan’s
Wartime Total Mobilization

Yen-chiou Fan

Abstract

This article discusses the development of the Medical Faculty of Taihoku Imperial
University under Japan's wartime mobilization with an approach of the study of science,
technology and society. The article analyzes how the location Taiwan, as the base of
south advance in Japanese Empire, affected the development of professional knowledge
and specific research results in the Medical Faculty. It also looks into how the research
results of the Medical Faculty supported the power operation of the Japanese Empire.

This article’s main conclusions are as follows. The ways of the academic
mobilization of Japanese colonial government were to designate many things, from the
title of the chairs, research direction, scholars to budget allotment of the researches,
upon the establishment of the Medical Faculty . The designated professors of the
chairs had to conduct research on one designated subject. Therefore, the institution and
research development of the Faculty were strictly aligned to the direction of the wartime
mobilization. Under such conditions, the faculty’s main research results, such as solving
the problem of tropical acclimatization, controlling tropical diseases, and mapping
the connections among East Asian nations were indeed applied to support the south
advance expansion of the Japanese Empire. The Faculty was playing a role of a medical
armament and supported the operation of the imperial politics.

The research development of the Medical Faculty showed that tropical medicine
presented some characteristics of colonial science. First, tropical medicine continued to
develop in virtue of its colonial practicality. In the early period under Japanese ruling,

the development of tropical medicine in Taiwan was based on colonialism because it
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was one way for Japan to consolidate its colonial governance. In the 1930s, although
the research direction of the Medical Faculty was transferred from tropical medicine
to sustaining the south-advance expansion of Japanese Empire, tropical medicine was
able to continue to develop given its political practicability. Second, tropical medicine
displayed the characteristics of being “local” science. Colonial science, being in the
margin of the empire and coping with colonial problem only, could better make research
progress and breakthrough. Furthermore, local research community was formed in the
process of solving local problem, and began to resist to the imperial authority. Third,
Taiwanese scientists emerged from the development of tropical medicine, and formed a
site of resistance. At the Medical Faculty in the Taihoku Imperial University,Tu Tsung-
Ming was the first and only Taiwanese professor of the chairs, breaking the long-time

monopolization of Japanese scientists in the research of tropical medicine.

Key words:Taihoku Imperial University, system of the chairs, Tropical Medicine,

southern Medicine, Greater East Asia co-prosperous region, total war

~ 136 —~



