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The Medical Experimental Event in the 1960s’ Lo-Sheng
Leprosarium: Trauma and History of Struggle by Leprosy Suffers

Yen-Chiou Fan

Abstract

In the mid-1960s, the Lo-Sheng Leprosarium of Taiwan carried out a
medical project in cooperation with U. S. Naval Medical Research Unit No.2
(NAMRU-2). The experiment consisted of medical injection given to patients.
Six months after the execution of the said medical experiment, the patients who
were given the injection began reporting side effects, including nerve pain and
psychological trauma. These conditions intensified and serious medical
disputes ensued. In July 1966, the subjects could no longer withstand the
pain and began launching a petition in protest against the experiment. The
hospital took measures to appease the patients and the dispute was temporarily
suspended. For this event of medical experiment, this paper adopts patient-
centered approach, to analyze the background factors of the event, and the
significance and impact of patient collective struggle at first. Regarding the
recent preservation movement for Lo-Sheng, this paper analyzes secondly how

the event was converted to protest capital by leprosy suffers.
Keywords: Lo-Sheng Leprosarium, U. S. Naval Medical Research Unit No.2

(NAMRU-2), Medical Experimental Event, Trauma, in the 1960s’

Taiwan

—152—



