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To Survive on the Frontiers of Empires: “Frontier
Dynamics” and Regional Subjectivity in the History of

Taiwan

Masahiro Wakabayashi, Pei-hsien Hsu

ABSTRACT

To begin with, the discussion of the names on aborigine tombs in three or
more languages signifies Taiwan’s ongoing experience of “frontier
dynamics.” Having defined the term as the historical changes brought forth by
the projection of power by empires on their frontiers in places such as Taiwan,
the author aims to build up three trajectories projected by the world powers in
relation to Taiwanese history in succession: the Qing Empire, Japan and the U.S.
That is to say, modern Taiwan’s historical position as the periphery of different
empires is the key factor for her growth in the tumultuous course of
disintegration, continuity, destruction and succession of various frontier
dynamics. Through examination of the formation of Taiwanese society, nation
and citizen since the Qing times, this paper tries to explain the response of
Taiwan, firstly, in the historical development of her “survival on the frontier of
empires,” and, secondly, her present challenge in the face of new frontier
dynamics.

Keywords: Frontier Dynamics, Empire, Regional Subjectivity, Multi-ethnic
Society, Social Oppression, State Legibility Project
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