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Students of Taiwan Girl’s Middle School and Seaside
Course under Japanese Rule

Mei-Chun Lin

Abstract

During Taisho period, seaside course was popular among girl students.
Students who participate seaside course would study, dine, and sleep together
in a building near to seaside, practicing regular schedule under teacher’s
instruction. They would not only learn how to swim following Japanese
swimming technique, which was a dynamic activity, but also review
schoolwork, which was a static activity. The kind of collective outdoor course
was not created in Taiwan. It was enforced forcibly by Japanese colonial
government, due to the concern of tropical acclimatization.

Learning to swim and swimming at a beach pool could not concerned with
the linear historical development. According to the rules of girl’s schools,
establishment of swimming pools and various colonial intentions, complicated,
multiple and extraordinary methods of teaching and learning were evolved by
department of education. Especially Japanese swimming technique, which was
practiced in seaside education, was created to suit different aquatic
environment. The feature of the swimming technique was that swimmer would
raise his head upon the water, in order to check the condition of the sea surface
and waves. The kind of swimming technique which paying attention to the sea
state was very practical, it could be correspond to the practical subjects which
were taught on seaside course.
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Although either Japanese or Taiwanese students seldomly commented to
the course, most of them gave seaside course positive evaluation. They felt
seaside course was fresh and were curious about observation of nearby coastal
geography. During Japanese period, seaside education was included in
institutionalized education system. It was not only a leisure activity in summer,
but also a diverse setting which could teach students to build body, love the
homeland and be virtuous. The course was aimed to cultivate virtue,
intelligence and fitness, conveying diverse colonial thinking including health,
training, sunstroke prevention, practical learning, civilization, empire.

Keywords: Beach pool, Seaside school, Practical learning, Japanese swimming
technique
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