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Fan Language and Handprint: Research of Sinckan
Manuscripts in Historiography of Qing Dynasty

Wen-Liang Lee

Abstract

Sinckan Manuscripts which use Roman script to spell indigenous language
and land contracts with handprint are two most attractive categories of
abundant existing Taiwan land contracts of Qing Dynasty. In the following
essay, contracts are being intently considered as an entirety in order to observe
the connection and historic meaning of two categories of the contracts. The
conclusion points out that Sinckan Manuscripts do not ensure the profit of
seller, civilized aborigines (shu-fan), instead, it protects the profit of buyer,
Han Chinese people. Civilized aborigines added Fan language in the contracts
of land transaction between them and Han Chinese people in order to
demonstrate that civilized aborigines did not trade the land spontaneously due
to their own benefits. Other possible reasons for Han Chinese people to
emphasize the spontaneous behavior of civilized aborigines for selling the land
by adding Fan language are because of the increasing protection of civilized
aborigines that was adopted by government and the following frequent disputes
in the first half of 18th century. Sinckan Manuscripts represented Qing
dynasty's aggressive aboriginal land protection and development instead of
civilized aborigine's ideology of land rights and cultural renaissance.
According to the fact, civilized aborigines in north central area which were out
of VOC colonial control were forced to demonstrate their initiative of selling
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lands by using handprint and footprint. This kind of primitive way is
considered to be closer to aborigines' willingness. Identically, the reason why
Sinckan Manuscripts vanished immediately in Jia-Qing period after becoming
the most popular application of the contract during Qian-Long period is
obviously not the decline of civilized aborigines' culture what traditional
research implied. However, it was because the change of civilized aborigines'
protecting policy that was adopted by government, and also Han Chinese
people who desired the lands badly figured out a new method to manipulate the
land rights. The new ways of reclamation beyond frontier was the aborigine
military colony system in 19th century and establishment of "Ai" and " T'un".

Keywords: Qing dynasty, Frontier, Taiwan history, Land contract, Civilized
aborigine
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