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Cultivation in Downstream Chosui River and the
Development of the Sugarcane Industry (1900-1930)

Su-bing Chang

ABSTRACT

After the 1900s, improvements in agricultural conditions in the Chosui
River alluvial fan resulted in higher rates of land utilization. Land gained by the
removal of protection forests and reclaimed from the old Chosui River bank,
attracted investments from various sources. Fervent cultivation in the area
transformed the land into an incubator for new industries. Located in the heart
of this new cultivation project, the Erlin region became a major sugar industrial
town.

In the early 20th century, the Taiwanese sugarcane industry began to move
north, extending beyond the Chosui River. From 1905 to 1910, local investors
built sugar-refining plants on both sides of Chosui River, in order to expand
farmland for sugarcane cultivation. The newly cultivated area overlapped
roughly with the land abandoned after the 1898 flood. From 1910 to 1920, large
family corporations annexed small local sugar businesses in Taiwan. From 1927
onward, areas of the Changhua plain beyond the north bank of the Chosui River
were divided among mainland Japanese businesses, such as Meiji, Yenhsui,
Gensei, Nitaka, etc.

A number of factors contributed to the Chosui River’s north bank becoming
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a major area of contention for sugar production and investment. Since the 1920s,
agricultural conditions in the Chosui River alluvial fan had seen great
improvement. Wasteland was reclaimed due to the removal of protection forests
and through sediment control projects. Land from the old Chosui River bank was
also reclaimed as levee projects continued along the river.

More than 79,000 acres of land were reclaimed and cleared, thus
transforming the area into Taiwan’s largest new cultivation project. It also
became the prime target for sugar companies to establish sugarcane farms and
factories. As a result, the heart of this newly cultivated land, Erlin, developed
rapidly into a major sugar industrial town. With three Japanese corporations in
the Erlin region, sugarcane farmers were more sensitive to price differences,
compared especially to that of Lin Ben Yuan Sugar Corporation. Indignation
among farmers resulting from comparing ingredient and fertilizer costs, served
as a catalyst for the Erlin sugarcane farmer incident. I believe that cultivation in
the downstream of the Chosui River relates to the Erlin incident in ways similar
to the “butterfly effect.” They seem to have no direct connection, but after close
scrutiny, it can be observed that cultivation was the source of price differences

in ingredients in the Taiwanese sugarcane industry, leading to the Erlin Incident.

Keywords: Chosui River, Wasteland Cultivation, Sugar Industry, Sugarcane
Gathering Area, Erlin, Peasant Movement
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