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Land Policy of Taiwan’s Modern Sugar Companies under
Japanese Rule

Feng-chiao Ho

Abstract

During the Japanese colonial period, the modern sugar industry developed
and thrived under the careful protection of Taiwan's Governor General and
became the most successful industry in the Japanese colonial economy.

In addition to direct subsidies, the Governor General had various types of
administrative measures such as facilitating the acquisition of land, ensuring the
supply of raw materials and tariff protection. However, Taiwanese were
reluctant to sell their land or grow sugar cane due to low prices and various
sentimental factors, resulting in difficulties in operating a modern sugar
company. To protect the industry, the Japanese colonial government offered free
or cheap rental of government land, or even sold it at low prices. In order to
promote the development of its own business and keep a certain amount of land
to ensure their source of raw materials, the new sugar companies had various
types of land policies such as buying land or renting land, and even devoted
efforts to the reclamation of official wasteland and so on.

This article, based on historical materials of the new sugar companies set
up in Taiwan during the Japanese colonial period, newspapers, comments and
magazines published at that time, aims to discuss the land policy and land
acquisition of various sugar companies during the Japanese colonial period and
to explore the role played by Japanese colonial officers in the land acquisition
process.

Keywords : Taiwan Governor-General, modern sugar company, land policy
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